
Creating a Virginia Ocean Plan



MARCO Ocean Data Portal Provides Basis



Vetted “Communities at Sea” Fishing Maps



2012-15 Whale Data and PAM Grid: 
Grants to VA Aquarium



2014 Fisheries Planning for 
Virginia’s Wind Energy Area



2016 Mid-A Fisheries Management Council 
Protects 38,000 sq. mi. of Corals 



2016 (Dec) Mid-Atlantic Ocean Action Plan 
Approved by Obama Administration



2018 Trump EO 13840 revokes 2010 
Obama EO on Regional Ocean Planning

MARCO creates “MACO” the Mid-Atlantic Committee on the Ocean to 
re-engage federal agencies, tribes and fishery management council



FY 2018 CZM Grant to 
VCU in Support of GLDs for Federal 

Consistency Purposes



2019-20 CZM Grant to 
TNC for Wind Siting Tool

Created a tool that allows you to draw a polygon and receive 
reports of marine life relative abundance in that area. 



2019 CZM Grant to CCB 
for Analyzing Whimbrel Migration Data



2020 Dominion Installs First Two Turbines 
2024-26 Construction Begins for 2600 MW 



2021-25 Will Be 3rd Section 309 5-Year 
CZM Ocean Strategy: VA Ocean Plan

Oct 21 meeting (state 
agencies & contractors)
• Review plan 

elements
• Establish structure

• Set up work groups?
• Set meeting schedule

• Review year 1 
grants
• CPC - $60k
• VCU - $44k
• DWR - $50k
• MARCO - $29k
• Total =   $183k

Policy Elements:
• Additional area for 

more turbines
• Marine 

Mammal/Sea 
Turtle 
Conservation

• Ocean acidification
• Offshore 

aquaculture areas
• Others?


