James River Tributaries Benthic TMDL Kick-off Meeting
Tue, Jan 26, 2021 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM EST
Webinar was recorded

[bookmark: _GoBack]43 members of the public in attendance plus 10 DEQ employees and contractors 
Introductions of staff
Project area maps and descriptions
Polls- first poll-top vote is people work in a facility with a permit in the area
Next answer is people interested, followed by people that live in the area.
Second poll- majority of people are new to the TMDL process, some are somewhat familiar. 
Discussed the clean water Act, explained the 5 designated uses, specifically the aquatic life use. Talks about water quality standards and reporting requirements. 
Showed slides on the DEQ water wheel, talked about monitoring waterbodies, assessing the data.
Talks about why bugs? Talks about what a benthic macroinvertebrate is, indicators of biological conditions since they spend most or all of their lives in water. They show long term water quality of a stream. Discussed how DEQ collects and analyzes bugs and stream characteristics that are noted. Water quality parameters and stations were discussed. 
Discussed Virginia Stream Condition Index (VSCI): what characteristics the scores are determined by. Discussed which bugs are pollution sensitive, and which are not
Went into detail about samples on Bailey Creek, all scores below VSCI 60 scores and impaired
Showed Nuttree Branch all scores are below and impaired
Oldtown creek- one sample above the 60 VSCI all the others are below the threshold
Proctors creek- the most recent sample made it above the 60 VSCI score, multiple samples would need to be above 60 to become fully supporting. 
Rohoic Creek- only has a few samples that are above the VSCI of 60 but still impaired.
Swift Creek- several different sections have the impairments. 
What is causing the impairments, what is a stressor analysis, and the next step of a TMDL.
Poll: sediment and nutrients were voted as top probable stressors. 
Discussed TMDL development: TMDL meaning, equation, and sediment example of reductions.
Implementation process, and how to get involved
Question: Sample frequency gaps will make is hard to do trend analysis. Any plan to increase this monitoring frequency in the future. The 2019 samples were the updated monitoring that we collected to update the study, we would like to increase the frequency but it’s difficult with so many stations in our region.
One citizen is looking for more data outside of what we have shown, that is something that our agency has online through our VEGIS web map.
Will there be any additional monitoring required from point sources? We don’t typically ask for that up front during these projects. But that may be something we ask to look for in the future.
Will there be any changes to VPDES permit limits and if so what will be the parameters? We are unaware of that at this point in the process, after the stressor analysis we will know more and during permit renewal if those limits need to be changed. The stressor analysis we should know in the next couple months, and by the summer we should have the TMDL completed, if you are concerned about this it would be important to have a representative at the TAC meeting.
Have we considered any citizen monitoring data that was collected in the area? If the data was submitted in the area we included it in our dataset. 
Any citizen training opportunities to collect benthic data. Isaac Walton League is a good resource for that training. Our citizen monitoring coordinator has recently left and that position is vacant. Some data is not high enough quality to go into the database for assessment, but there are ways we could try and set that up. 
When you refer to this project is it the project are on the slides or the entire James River. This project is only for these particular watersheds that are shown on the map. 


